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Blessed Are the Peacemakers — Peace Begins in One’s Own Heart

August is a month of remembrance in Japan. We remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the victims of
war, and the suffering that violence leaves behind for many generations. In the face of such a history,
prayer for peace cannot remain merely a beautiful thought or a distant hope. Jesus says, “Blessed
are the peacemakers,” not merely those who speak about peace or wait for others to create it. Peace
begins in one’s own heart. It begins when we choose not to repay evil with evil, when we let go of
words that wound, the desire for revenge, and the habit of judging our neighbor. Sometimes we
pray for peace in the world while still carrying old conflicts, resentment, and mistrust within
ourselves. We cannot build a peaceful community if each person defends only their own sense of
being right and refuses to take the first step toward reconciliation. In August, we also celebrate Saint
Maximilian Maria Kolbe, who offered his life to save another prisoner. In a place ruled by hatred and
fear, he remained inwardly free. He did not allow the violence around him to transform his soul.
Through his sacrifice, he shows us that true peace is not weakness, but the courage to love even
when love demands sacrifice. We may never be called to make such a great sacrifice, but each day
we are called to small acts of self denial: to listen before accusing, to forgive before waiting for the
other person to apologize, to pray for those who have hurt us, and to choose the truth without
losing love.
With prayer and gratitude,
Fr. Irinel Dobos OFMConv.
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Passing of Father Seishiro Matsuda, O.F.M.Conv.

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of Father Seishiro Matsuda,
O.F.M.Conv., former Parish Priest of Kameari Catholic Church, who entered eternal life on
July 9, 2026, at the age of 79.

Father Matsuda faithfully served as the Parish Priest of Kameari Catholic Church from April
2017 to 2021. During his ministry, he was deeply loved and respected by many parishioners.

The Wake Service was held on:

Sunday, July 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
Catholic Honkawachi Church Hall, Nagasaki

The Funeral Mass and Memorial Service was held on:

Monday, July 13, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.
Catholic Honkawachi Church, Nagasaki



Principal Celebrant:
Fr. Shinichiro Tanizaki, O.F.M.Conv.
Provincial Minister, Conventual Franciscan Province of Japan

Father Seishiro Matsuda was born on August 2, 1947, in Kagoshima Prefecture.
Throughout his priestly ministry, he faithfully served many parishes across Japan, including
Kameari Catholic Church, Akabane Catholic Church, and Koenji Catholic Church,
dedicating many years to pastoral service.

We give thanks to God for Father Matsuda's faithful ministry and pray that the Lord grants
him eternal rest.

May he rest in peace.
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On Sunday, August 23, at the 9:30 a.m. Mass, we will celebrate a Children’s Mass.

During this Mass, children will have the opportunity to participate in various ministries, such
as serving at the altar, proclaiming the Scripture readings, carrying the offertory basket, and
welcoming people at the entrance. We hope this will help them grow in faith, feel at home
in our parish community, and experience the joy of celebrating the Mass together.

To prepare for this celebration, we are looking for adult volunteers to help with the
Children's Mass, as well as children who would like to serve during the liturgy.

Children up to junior high school age are welcome to participate.



The opening hymn, responsorial psalm, offertory procession, and organ music will be led by
adults. Other ministries will be assigned to children who wish to participate.

If you would like to help as a volunteer, or if your child would like to serve during the
Children's Mass, please write your name and contact information at the reception desk.

Thank you for your support and cooperation. We look forward to celebrating this special
Mass together as one parish family.

Yy 7 BREBRILREMD TR
BAHFET, FREZOIFEO A2 OBBEEZMEE L, HSLEANKAIZEBR L
TW 72, MY vy 7 L ATREICEN. (200645 H) LE LT,
SLRIZEHIT, EADIBELITRRY | HAEDIKGRNER LT el £97,
MR 20 THI/1 4%k, 38 TTH/2 &4k, 56 /4 4k
A MIRBEHNC R ZE L L, fEAEBME 21TV E T,
MEFEHZOWTIE, BRICHESAH T IEWE CTT o T ILEREHA T,
MEELWER B RN I R T U AR—UIH Y T 0T, BN,

A s ER

Guide to the Kameari Catholic Church Communal Cemetery

The Kameari Catholic Church Communal Cemetery was established at the Catholic
Itsukaichi Cemetery in May 2006 as a sacred place to inter the cremated remains of
parishioners and their family members, where the Church community will remember and
pray for them forever.

Unlike a private family grave, the communal cemetery is permanently maintained by the
Church, which will continue to offer prayers for those buried there.

Usage Fees

¢ 1 person: ¥200,000
e 2 persons: ¥380,000
e 4 persons: ¥560,000

Notes

e The Church will maintain the cemetery permanently and celebrate an Annual Memorial
Mass for those interred there.

e There is no need to worry about maintenance fees, as they have already been paid in full
by the Church.

e For more detailed information, please refer to the brochure "Guide to the Cemetery,"
available in the Entrance Hall of the church.

Yoshiyasu Tanaka
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Report on the 89th Higashi-Katsushika Evangelization
Cooperation Council Meeting

Dear parishioners,
Are you familiar with the Evangelization Cooperation Council?

In the past, evangelization activities were often carried out only within each individual parish.
The Evangelization Cooperation Council serves as a bridge between parishes, enabling them
to work together across parish boundaries to proclaim the Gospel of Christ throughout the
region and to support one another. In this way, the Council functions as a central hub for
regional collaboration.

The Catholic Church in Japan is divided into 15 dioceses. The Archdiocese of Tokyo, which
covers Tokyo and Chiba Prefecture, currently consists of 76 parishes, making it the largest
diocese in Japan in terms of the number of faithful.

The Council meetings are held on a rotating basis by the three parishes of Kameari,
Toyoshiki, and Matsudo.

Kameari Parish Goals for This Year

1. Build a sound financial system and ensure greater transparency.

2. Strengthen digitalization and multilingual support with evangelization as the central
mission.

3. Foster a pastoral and evangelizing ministry that respects different nationalities and
cultures.

The 89th Higashi-Katsushika Evangelization Cooperation Council Meeting was held on
Saturday, July 11, beginning at 1:00 p.m. at Matsudo Catholic Church. A total of 17
participants from the three parishes attended.

Participants included the parish priests, representatives of the faithful, and, when necessary,
representatives of local religious sisters and Catholic institutions.

The meeting focused on reports of current activities and future plans from each parish. Due
to limited space, we would like to highlight several initiatives presented by the host parish,
Matsudo.

1. Establishment of the Lifelong Faith Formation Committee

In February of this year, Matsudo Parish established a Lifelong Faith Formation
Committee, which organizes Bible study sessions, retreats, and discussion meetings for
adult Catholics and catechumens. The committee was created in response to the reality that
some people drift away from attending Mass after Baptism, while others who have practiced
the faith for many years wish to deepen their spiritual lives.



2. Promoting Fellowship with Foreign Parishioners

One of this year's major priorities is strengthening fellowship with parishioners of different
nationalities. Matsudo Parish has both Filipino and Viethamese communities, and meetings
with their representatives are held every two months to encourage communication and
collaboration.

The purpose of the Evangelization Cooperation Council is to ensure that the ideas and
discussions from these meetings are put into practice within each parish according to its
own local circumstances and pastoral needs.

We therefore encourage all parishioners to actively participate in the life and mission of our
Church.
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Only on Saturday, August 1, 2026, Mass will begin at 4:00 p.m. because the Bon Odori festival will
be held in the church courtyard from 5:00 p.m.

A FacebookHh b Y v 7 BEHE Facebook English Kameari Catholic Church
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Financial Reports
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The new Pastoral Council of Kameari Catholic Church, established on April 1, 2026, places great
importance on transparency regarding the church’s financial reports.

Beginning after Mass on the fourth Sunday of each month, parishioners may review the financial
report for the previous month.

Parishioners who wish to view the financial report are kindly requested to contact Maki Miyamoto,
Chair of the Finance Committee. English and Vietnamese translation guides are also available.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

JINERES A — L. KameariPR@gmail. com
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